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recycling is predominant in Katrin Arens’s furniture
making, [ wasn’t surprised to find that she had chosen
to “recycle” an abandoned convent into her home. In
fact, the large three-story building on the Adda River
near Bergamo had seen many reincarnations since it
was built in the sixteenth century. The story goes that
Leonardo da Vinci, who worked just down the river,
designed the stone house; since the layout of the rooms,
which are all interconnecting, reflects his design phi-
losophy, it may just be true. At the time, the building
boasted a large water mill, which powered the stones
used to grind grain. The wheel eventually was disman-

tled and the mill transformed into a convent.
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By the time Katrin discovered 11 Mulino

&1 Sorto—"The Lower Mill,” as her house is

called—one wing had been empty for five
years and the other occupied by farmers.
 Tenants still occupy that wing.) Katrin, her
Sushand. and their three-year-old daughter
2ok up residence on the second floor of the
shandoned part of the building and located
S.atmin's business on the ground level. When

#hey moved in, they had no electricity, no

THE HOME OWNER'S DESIGN OFFICE, opposite, ison the second
floor. The bookshelves, part of her Terracielo (Earthsky) collection, were crafted out

of salvaged wood. The kitchen, above, is the main room in the house; the wood-burning
stove is used for cooking as well as heating the large space. Previous spread: The

family lives on the second floor of the old mill, overlooking the river. The ground floor

is devoted to the owner’s furniture business; the attic remains abandoned — for now.




L LONG NARROW HALLWAY, above bisects the apartment on the

econd floor. The space, overlooking the garden and river, serves as the living room and is
“Sernished with the home owner’s own designs. The floor, installed by the previous tenants,

was left exactly as the home owners found it; the walls were simply whitewashed.
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running water, and, of course, no heating.
Katrin and her husband painted the walls,
cleaned the place up, and camped out. When
their daughter was born, a heating system
was installed. Large aluminum tubes snake
their way up the wall and across the ceiling.
bringing heat generated from the boiler in
the workshop, which is fueled with seraps
left over from Katrin’s work. But the over-

riding aim was to leave things as they were




